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The seminar is an introduction to the theoretical and practical issues of using corpora in language 

studies. The methodology of corpus linguistics will be discussed through the description of an 

academic corpus of L2 learners of English designed to investigate the potential of learner corpus 

research integrated with EFL and language testing and assessment. The presentation of the case study 

will give the opportunity to observe a specific kind of corpus, explore the software (Sketch Engine), 

the tools and the techniques adopted, as well as the steps in the construction of the object of the 

analysis: a corpus implemented with the aim to analyse learners’ productions in a digital testing 

environment and to identify linguistic patterns and recurrent features. 

 


